in scope and emphasis, and the author gives a balanced account of the present state of affairs. His industry is evidenced by the useful list of references at the end of each chapter which provides additional reading for postgraduate students and those with a special interest in a particular subject. The book should fulfil the dual object of a handbook for the practising otologist and a textbook for postgraduate students, who will find the sections on deafness in children and diseases of the inner ear particularly helpful. The methods of treatment advised are those generallyaccepted in the specialty today, except in the case of surgery for cholesteatoma where preservation of the posterior meatal wall, if at all possible, is advocated. Mr Ludman's original illustrations, admirably clear and linked closely to the text, are an outstanding feature of the book. By devoting most space to anatomy and physiology and clinical features, and restricting the latest details of operative technique to a short illustrated section at the end, the author has ensured that this book will not become out of date too quickly.
R F MCNAB JONES
The Incubation Period of Coronary Thrombosis by G R Osborn Mm Bs(Melbourne) MRCP pp x + 190 illustrated 55s London: Butterworths 1963 The detailed study of the coronary arteries in patients dying from 'coronary thrombosis' reveals onlythe terminal stages ofa process which has been progressing for many years. In this monograph Dr Osborn attempts to trace the life history of the arterial lesions, with interesting and often provocative results. His conclusions are based on the meticulous and laborious study by serial sections of the coronary arteries from birth to old age, and he lists about 35 disease processes which may be recognized. The book is freely illustrated with pictures of histological sections which reproduce well. All the coronary arteries in the 465 babies studied were normal, but by the age of 5 only onethird of his cases retained the 'ideal normal stage' seen at birth, and by the age of 15 it was rare to find a completely normal artery. After this age dangerous lesions appeared with increasing frequency. He states that 'there can be little doubt that most or all of those destined to die of coronary thrombosis before their allotted span owe their fate to lesions of early life, not infrequently of infancy', and suggests that the prevention of coronary disease is more likely to be achieved by a detailed study of the factors responsible for the appearance of these early lesions than by attaching etiological significance to biochemical or other changes in patients with clinical coronary disease. This book, which includes' a chapter on the hemodynamics of the coronary circulation written by an engineer, should serve to stimulate research into the disease in those age groups where thelesions are potentially reversible or preventable. It is always a pleasure to read a concise account of a subject by authors who have had wide practical experience, and this book is an excellent summary of the practical aspects of long-term artificial respiration. There is an initial discussion of the different types of ventilator and their uses, but the main part of the book is limited to the practice of intermittent positive-pressure ventilation through a tracheostomy.
There is also a physiological section on the theoretical aspects of ventilation, followed by experimental work on the sensation of breathlessness, the effect of ventilation on the circulation, and so on. Details of the practice of artificial ventilation in different clinical states are then given, together with a complete account of equipment and organization needed for an artificial respiration unit.
In any book it is always possible to note omissions. Here the authors give hardly any account of the use of artificial ventilation in abnormal lung conditions since they have had little personal experience ofit. Perhaps more surprising, when they discuss emergency visits they make no mention of first-aid measures, such as mouth-to mouth breathing. But as a book on the long-term ventilation of patients through a tracheostomy, it can be highly recommended. It with the investigation or treatment of cancer, and the appeal of individual chapters will naturally depend very much on the reader's own specialty. The present reviewer found those on tumour virology,, on Burkitt's tumour in African children, on cancer cells in the circulating blood, on dose-time relationships in clinical radiotherapy, and on the chemical modification of radiosensitivity particularly valuable. So concise are the reviews, and so liberally supplied with references (nearly seven hundred on tumour virology) that any discursive style is impossible, and the book is essentially for browsing or reference. In a volume so well produced it is, however, surprising to find radiographs for comparison one with another reproduced back-to-back. This is a stimulating collection of reviews whose publication is timely and certain of appreciation. under the auspices of the Ciba Foundation, and which were a tribute to Professor V R Khanolkar who was a member of the Group. There were 23 members of the Study Group. The recent advances in the study of the pathogenesis of leprosy, and in particular the knowledge gained by the use of the electron microscope, tissue culture and animal inoculation, are presented and discussed. A G M Weddell and his colleagues reported on the histology of damaged nerves in relation to the phagocytic activities of Schwann ceUs in removing neural debris, but also in ingesting and transporting particulate matter, including acid-fast bacilli. E M Brieger and J M Allen showed from electron microscope investigations that cytoplasmic bodies in Virchow cells in human leprosy were probably foci of bacterial lysis and that a sequence of development of the foamy cell could be postulated.
R J W Rees and M F R Waters, in a very instructive paper, summarized their investigations in murine leprosy. They showed that solid bacillary bodies under the electron microscope represent viable organisms and that irregular organisms show as irregularly stained or granular bacilli under the light microscope. In untreated human leprosy of the lepromatous type more than half the bacilli were irregularly stained, and in a small series of near-tuberculoid cases a higher proportion showed this evidence of non-viable bacilli. The live organisms undergo division very infrequently, but the dead bacillary bodies are retained in the tissues for long periods. This series of papers provides a valuable guide to the growing-points of research in the pathogenesis of leprosy. s BELL Cancer and Public Education by John Wakefield pp xi + 106 illustrated 27s 6d London: Pitman Medical 1963 Although almost everybody in the profession is agreed there should be more education about cancer in order to encourage people to report suspicious symptoms as early as possible and in order to discourage people from habits that are known to be dangerous, such as cigarette smoking, very little is done by the medical profession. This book is written to bring home not only the need for and value of cancer education, but also to describe in detail methods that have been successfully employed by the Manchester Committee on Cancer and by others all over the world. The desirability of emphasizing hope and minimizing horror is stressed, and it is pointed out that the tendency in anti-smoking propaganda to use extreme fear rather than a lower and more acceptable level of concern about health in general is probably wrong. The second half of the book is concerned with practical measures that should be taken by any organization preparing to embark on cancer education. There are appendices comprising very useful notes for lecturers, and a reprint of the survey of public opinion on health education about cancer that was published in the Lancet in 1954, and which showed the 'valuable effect of the 
